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250 376-8622

February 25, 2006

I was very unhappy to read in our local newspaper that as of February 27 we will no longer be receiving CBC television programming in our Kamloops community due to CFJC’s recent decision to disaffiliate with CBC.  Our family of 6 has lived in several different rural and urban areas in B.C. and all we’ve ever had for television coverage is 2 channels off-the-air:  CBC and CTV.  That’s all we need; for the rest there’s a lot of “junk” television programming that we don’t want to waste our time on.  We will not be subscribing to cable or satellite tv services, but I’m upset that we’ll be losing CBC programming.  I find it ridiculous that our public broadcaster, paid for through taxes, should be telling us with local television ads that we’ll need to subscribe to Shaw cable to continue to receive CBC programming.  What kind of scam is this?

I read the Kamloops Daily News every day and I didn’t see a public notice about this proposed change.  If I had I would have certainly registered an objection.   Since I didn’t see a notice, I wonder how many other impacted local residents would have also missed it, especially those with intellectual disabilities and/or low income who don’t read or even receive a local newspaper.  Do these folks not matter to the CBC?  For the average Canadian citizen, monthly cable or satellite tv subscription fees are probably not a big concern but for some single moms and senior citizens, those living on disability pensions and other low income folks, off-the-air (free) tv is the only thing affordable.  After reading about this in the paper I emailed a note of concern to the CRTC but I haven’t yet received a response.

Our 22 year old son has Down Syndrome.  He is one of many people we know that try to make ends meet on a disability pension.  He works hard 5 days per week: 2 days volunteering at the Kamloops Food Bank and 3 days at a recycling organization called Paper Chase.  He receives a stipend of about $30 per month for his efforts at Paper Chase.  For now he is living at home with us.  There’s no way that his disability pension would allow him to live decently on his own without our ongoing financial support.  During the winter season, the highlight of the week for him is Hockey Night in Canada.  He puts on his hockey pads, helmet and Canucks jersey, sings O Canada, and then settles down to watch the hockey game with his family.  He’s a very loyal Canadian and loves the CBC but he’s going to be very upset when he realizes there’s not going to be any more Hockey Night in Canada for him.

As a proud Canadian citizen and a fervent supporter of public broadcasting and the CBC, I find it unbelievable and unacceptable for CBC television programming to no longer be free to all Canadian residents in the Kamloops area.  We’re not talking about a handful of people who choose to live in some remote corner of Canada; we’re talking about a large urban centre.  I request that the CBC find the means to rebroadcast the signal to this area so that everyone will continue to be able to access CBC television programming.

I’m advocating on behalf of the “silent minority”, many of whom you will never hear from because they do not have the means and/or the skills to communicate their concerns to you, or perhaps, because they have so many other higher priority issues on their plates that they don’t have the energy or time to pursue yet another one.

This issue really is one of justice and fairness.  I hope it will be resolved quickly.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Frank Rhebergen, P.Eng.
